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OVERVIEW
As fear of atomic war grew, Americans expressed their desire to keep the peace. President
Dwight D. Eisenhower spoke before the United Nations at the end of 1953 to reassure the
world of the peaceful intentions of the United States. He also asked for international
cooperation in the use of atomic power for peaceful purposes. Here is a portion of what he
said.
GUIDED READING As you read, consider the following questions:
• What peaceful uses of atomic energy does Eisenhower mention?
• What would be the Soviet Union’s role in Eisenhower’s proposal?

T

he United States knows that if the fearful trend of atomic military buildup can be reversed, this greatest of destructive forces can be developed
into a great boon for the benefit of all mankind.
The United States knows that peaceful power from atomic energy is no
dream of the future. That capability, already proved, is here now—today.
Who can doubt, if the entire body of the world's scientists and engineers had
adequate amounts of fissionable material with which to test and develop their
ideas, that this capability would rapidly be transformed into universal, efficient
and economic usage?
To hasten the day when fear of the atom will begin to disappear from the
minds of people and the governments of the East and West there are certain
steps that can be taken now.
I therefore make the following proposals:
The governments principally involved to the extent permitted by
elementary prudence, to begin now and continue to make joint contributions
from their stockpiles of normal uranium and fissionable materials to an
international atomic energy agency. We would expect that such an agency
would be set up under the aegis of the United Nations. . . .
The Atomic Energy Agency could be made responsible for the
impounding, storage and protection of the contributed fissionable and other
materials. The ingenuity of our scientists will provide special, safe conditions
under which such a bank of fissionable material can be made essentially
immune to surprise seizure.
The more important responsibility of this atomic energy agency would be
to devise methods whereby this fissionable material would be allocated to serve
the peaceful pursuits of mankind. Experts would be mobilized to apply atomic

Copyright © by The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.

Atoms for Peace

1

energy to the needs of agriculture, medicine and other peaceful activities. A
special purpose would be to provide abundant electrical energy in the powerstarved areas of the world. Thus the contributing powers would be dedicating
some of their strength to serve the needs rather than the fears of mankind.
The United States would be more than willing—it would be proud—to
take up with others "principally involved" the development of plans whereby
such peaceful use of atomic energy would be expedited.
Of those "principally involved" the Soviet Union must, of course, be one.
I would be prepared to submit to the Congress of the United States, and
with every expectation of approval, any such plan that would:
First, encourage world-wide investigation into the most effective peacetime
uses of fissionable material; and with the certainty that they had all the
material needed for the conduct of all experiments that were appropriate;
Second, begin to diminish the potential destructive power of the world's
atomic stockpiles;
Third, allow all peoples of all nations to see that, in this enlightened age,
the great powers of the earth, both of the East and of the West, are interested
in human aspirations first rather than in building up the armaments of war.
Fourth, open up a new channel for peaceful discussion and initiate at least
a new approach to the many difficult problems that must be solved in both
private and public conversations if the world is to shake off the inertia imposed
by fear and is to make positive progress toward peace.
Against the dark background of the atomic bomb, the United States does
not wish merely to present strength, but also the desire and the hope for peace.
The coming months will be fraught with fateful decisions. In this
Assembly, in the capitals and military headquarters of the world; in the hearts
of men everywhere, be they governed or governors, may they be the decisions
which will lead this world out of fear and into peace.
To the making of these fateful decisions, the United States pledges before
you—and therefore before the world—its determination to help solve the
fearful atomic dilemma—to devote its entire heart and mind to find the way
by which the miraculous inventiveness of man shall not be dedicated to his
death, but consecrated to his life.
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