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OVERVIEW
On April 30, 1970, President Richard Nixon addressed the nation on television to announce
the invasion of Cambodia by United States and South Vietnamese forces to drive the North
Vietnamese out of the country. The decision stunned the nation and brought quick reaction
from antiwar activists. Parts of Nixon’s speech appear here.
GUIDED READING As you read, consider the following questions:
• What arguments did Nixon use to defend his actions?
• How do Nixon’s words indicate that he is dedicated to fighting and winning the war?

G

OOD EVENING, MY FELLOW AMERICANS.

Ten days ago, in my report to
the Nation on Vietnam, I announced a decision to withdraw an
additional 150,000 Americans from Vietnam over the next year. I said then
that I was making that decision despite our concern over increased enemy
activity in Laos, in Cambodia, and in South Vietnam.
At that time, I warned that if I concluded that increased enemy activity in
any of these areas endangered the lives of Americans remaining in Vietnam, I
would not hesitate to take strong and effective measures to deal with that
situation.
Despite that warning, North Vietnam has increased its military aggression
in all these areas, and particularly in Cambodia.
After full consultation with the National Security Council, Ambassador
Bunker, General Abrams, and my other advisers, I have concluded that the
actions of the enemy in the last 10 days clearly endanger the lives of Americans
who are in Vietnam now and would constitute an unacceptable risk to those
who will be there after withdrawal of another 150,000.
To protect our men who are in Vietnam and to guarantee the continued
success of our withdrawal and Vietnamization programs, I have concluded that
the time has come for action. . . .
North Vietnam in the last two weeks has stripped away all pretense of
respecting the sovereignty or the neutrality of Cambodia. Thousands of their
soldiers are invading the country from the sanctuaries; they are encircling the
Capital of Phnom Penh. Coming from these sanctuaries, as you see here, they
have moved into Cambodia and are encircling the Capital.
Cambodia, as a result of this, has sent out a call to the United States, to a
number of other nations, for assistance. Because if this enemy effort succeeds,
Cambodia would become a vast enemy staging area and a springboard for
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attacks on South Vietnam along 600 miles of frontier, a refuge where enemy
troops could return from combat without fear of retaliation.
North Vietnamese men and supplies could then be poured into that
country, jeopardizing not only the lives of our own men but the people of
South Vietnam as well. . . .
Now, . . . this is the decision I have made.
In cooperation with the armed forces of South Vietnam, attacks are being
launched this week to clean out major enemy sanctuaries on the CambodianVietnam border. . . .
Tonight American and South Vietnamese units will attack the
headquarters for the entire Communist military operation in South Vietnam.
This key control center has been occupied by the North Vietnamese and Viet
Cong for five years in blatant violation of Cambodia’s neutrality.
This is not an invasion of Cambodia. The areas in which these attacks will
be launched are completely occupied and controlled by North Vietnamese
forces. Our purpose is not to occupy the areas. Once enemy forces are driven
out of these sanctuaries and once their military supplies are destroyed, we will
withdraw. . . .
A majority of the American people, a majority of you listening to me, are
for the withdrawal of our forces from Vietnam. The action I have taken
tonight is indispensable for the continuing success of that withdrawal
program.
A majority of the American people want to end this war rather than to
have it drag on interminably. The action I have taken tonight will serve that
purpose.
A majority of the American people want to keep the casualties of our brave
men in Vietnam at an absolute minimum. The action I take tonight is
essential if we are to accomplish that goal.
We take this action not for the purpose of expanding the war into
Cambodia, but for the purpose of ending the war in Vietnam and winning the
just peace we all desire. We have made and we will continue to make every
possible effort to end this war through negotiation at the conference table
rather than through more fighting on the battlefield.
Let us look again at the record. We have stopped the bombing of North
Vietnam. We have cut air operations by over 20 percent. We have announced
withdrawal of over 250,000 of our men. We have offered to withdraw all of
our men if they will withdraw theirs. We have offered to negotiate all issues
with only one condition—and that is that the future of South Vietnam be
determined not by North Vietnam, not by the United States, but by the
people of South Vietnam themselves. . . .
Tonight I again warn the North Vietnamese that if they continue to
escalate the fighting when the United States withdrawing its forces, I shall
meet my responsibility as Commander in Chief of our Armed Forces to take
the action I consider necessary to defend the security of our American men.

Copyright © by The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.

The Invasion of Cambodia

2

The action that I have announced tonight puts the leaders of North
Vietnam on notice that we will be patient in working for peace, we will be
conciliatory at the conference table, but we will not be humiliated. We will
not be defeated. We will not allow American men by the thousands to be
killed by an enemy from privileged sanctuaries. . . .
My fellow Americans, we live in an age of anarchy, both abroad and at
home. We see mindless attacks on all the great institutions which have been
created by free civilizations in the last 500 years. Even here in the United
States, great universities are being systematically destroyed. Small nations all
over the world find themselves under attack from within and from without.
If, when the chips are down, the world’s most powerful nation, the United
States of America, acts like a pitiful, helpless giant, the forces of totalitarianism
and anarchy will threaten free nations and free institutions throughout the
world. . . .
During my campaign for the Presidency, I pledged to bring Americans
home from Vietnam. They are coming home.
I promised to end this war. I shall keep that promise.
I promised to win a just peace. I shall keep that promise.
We shall avoid a wider war. But we are also determined to put an end to
this war. . . .
I have rejected all political considerations in making this decision.
Whether my party gains in November is nothing compared to the lives of
400,000 brave Americans fighting for our country and for the cause of peace
and freedom in Vietnam. Whether I may be a one-term President is
insignificant compared to whether by our failure to act in this crisis the United
States proves itself to be unworthy to lead the forces of freedom in this critical
period in world history. I would rather be a one-term President and do what I
believe is right than to be a two-term President at the cost of seeing America
become a second-rate power and to see this nation accept the first defeat in its
proud 190-year history.
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