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OVERVIEW
Theodore Roosevelt led a United States Army regiment, the Rough Riders, who fought in
Cuba during the Spanish-American War. His book The Rough Riders was published in 1899.
A brief excerpt showing the gallant spirit of his men appears here.
GUIDED READING As you read, consider the following questions:
• What type of relationship does Roosevelt seem to have with his troops?
• How does this account indicate Roosevelt’s passion for war?

S

uddenly, above the cracking of the carbines, rose a peculiar drumming
sound, and some of the men cried, "The Spanish machine guns!"
Listening, I made out that it came from the flat ground to the left, and
jumped to my feet, smiting my hand on my thigh, and shouting aloud with
exultation, "It’s the Gatlings, men, our Gatlings!" Lieutenant Parker was
bringing his four Gatlings into action, and shoving them nearer and nearer the
front. Now and then the drumming ceased for a moment; then it would
resound again, always closer to San Juan Hill, which Parker, like ourselves, was
hammering to assist the infantry attack. Our men cheered lustily. We saw
much of Parker after that, and there was never a more welcome sound than his
Gatlings as they opened. It was the only sound which I ever heard my men
cheer in battle.
The infantry got nearer and nearer the crest of the hill. At last we could see
the Spaniards running from the rifle pits as the Americans came on in their
final rush. Then I stopped my men for fear they should injure their comrades,
and called to them to charge the next line of trenches, on the hills in our front,
from which we had been undergoing a good deal of punishment. Thinking
that the men would all come, I jumped over the wire fence in front of us and
started at the double; but, as a matter of fact, the troopers were so excited,
what with shooting and being shot, and shouting and cheering, that they did
not hear, or did not heed me; and after running about a hundred yards I
found I had only five men along with me. Bullets were ripping the grass all
around us, and one of the men, Clay Green, was mortally wounded; another,
Winslow Clark, a Harvard man, was shot first in the leg and then through the
body. He made not the slightest murmur, only asking me to put his water
canteen where he could get at it, which I did; he ultimately recovered. There
was no use going on with the remaining three men, and I bade them stay
where they were while I went back and brought up the rest of the brigade. . . .
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I ran back, jumped over the wire fence, and went over the crest of the hill,
filled with anger against the troopers, and especially those of my own
regiment, for not having accompanied me. They, of course, were quite
innocent of wrongdoing; and even while I taunted them bitterly for not
having followed me, it was all I could do not to smile at the look of injury and
surprise that came over their faces, while they cried out, "We didn’t hear you,
we didn’t see you go, Colonel; lead on now, we’ll sure follow you." I wanted
the other regiments to come too, so I ran down to where General Sumner was
and asked him if I might make the charge; and he told me to go and that he
would see that the men followed. By this time everybody had his attention
attracted, and when I leaped over the fence again, with Major Jenkins beside
me, the men of the various regiments which were already on the hill came with
a rush, and we started across the wide valley which lay between us and the
Spanish intrenchments. . . . Long before we got near them the Spaniards ran,
save a few here and there, who either surrendered or were shot down. When
we reached the trenches we found them filled with dead bodies in the light
blue and white uniform of the Spanish regular army. There were very few
wounded. Most of the fallen had little holes in their heads from which their
brains were oozing; for they were covered from the neck down by the trenches.

Copyright © by The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.

The Rough Riders in Action

2

