Anne Hutchinson’s Trial
recorded by Thomas Hutchinson
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OVERVIEW
Puritan leaders in Massachusetts Bay formed a Christian society based on strict rules of
conformity. Anne Hutchinson challenged the church leaders and held discussions in her
home where she publicly disagreed with the official Puritan doctrine. Brought to trial in
1637, Hutchinson was banished from the colony and later excommunicated by the church
for heresy after refusing to abandon her views.
GUIDED READING As you read, consider the following questions:
• What are the charges against Hutchinson?
• Does the transcript reveal another reason—besides holding meetings and public
discussions—why Anne Hutchinson was brought to trial?

M

r. Winthrop, Governor: Mrs. Hutchinson, you are called here as one of
those that have troubled the peace of the commonwealth and the
churches here; you are known to be a woman that hath had a great share in the
promoting and divulging of those opinions that are causes of this trouble, and
to be nearly joined not only in affinity and affection with some of those the
court had taken notice of and passed censure upon, but you have spoken
divers things as we have been informed very prejudicial to the honour of the
churches and ministers thereof, and you have maintained a meeting and an
assembly in your house that hath been condemned by the general assembly as
a thing not tolerable nor comely in the sight of God nor fitting for your sex,
and notwithstanding that was cried down you have continued the same. . . .
Mrs. Hutchinson: I am called here to answer before you but I hear no
things laid to my charge.
Gov.: I have told you some already and more I can tell you.
Mrs. H.: Name one Sir.
Gov.: Have I not named some already?
Mrs. H.: What have I said or done?
Gov.: Why for your doings, this you did harbour and countenance those
that are parties in this faction that you have heard of.
Mrs. H.: That’s matter of conscience, Sir.
Gov.: Your conscience you must keep or it must be kept for you.
Mrs. H.: Must not I then entertain the saints because I must keep my
conscience.
Gov.: Say that one brother should commit felony or treason and come to
his brother’s house, if he knows him guilty and conceals him he is guilty of the
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same. It is his conscience to entertain him, but if his conscience comes into act
in giving countenance and entertainment to him that hath broken the law he
is guilty too. So if you do countenance those that are transgressors of the law
you are in the same fact.
Mrs. H.: What law do they transgress?
Gov.: The law of God and of the state.
Mrs. H.: In which particular?
Gov.: Why in this among the rest, whereas the Lord doth say honour thy
father and thy mother.
Mrs. H.: Ey Sir in the Lord. . . .
Gov.: Why do you keep such a meeting at your house as you do every
week upon a set day?
Mrs. H.: It is lawful for me to do so, as it is all your practices and can you
find a warrant for yourself and condemn me for the same thing? The ground
of my taking it up was, when I first came to this land because I did not go to
such meetings as those were, it was presently reported that I did not allow of
such meetings but held them unlawful and therefore in that regard they said I
was proud and did despise all ordinances, upon that a friend came unto me
and told me of it and I to prevent such aspersions took it up, but it was in
practice before I came therefore I was not the first. . . .
Gov.: Well, we see how it is we must therefore put it away from you or
restrain you from maintaining this course.
Mrs. H.: If you have a rule for it from God’s word you may.
Gov.: We are your judges, and not you ours and we must compel you to it.
Mrs. H.: If it please you by authority to put it down I will freely let you for
I am subject to your authority.
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